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gypsies often traveled together in great caravans known
as kumpania. while it traveled, the kumpania maintained
contact with other convoys of the same clan moving along
separate routes. they would leave signs at crossroads- a
bunch of twigs tied with a red rag, a branch broken in a
particular way, a notched bone- these signs were most
often called patrin. we hope for this zine and recording to
be our patrin- a message to our family in exodus.

of course nothing can replace the experience of actually
gathering together and participating in a worship time. and
we are not hoping this recording will replace any of you
from coming out to shows as much as possible. however,
a sonic reminder of an event that took place may encour-
age us to press on, and pursue the desires God is ripen-
ing in our hearts. and hopefully a live recording can serve
in ways that studio recordings can't. as our psalms are
meant to be very participatory, here one can listen to
voices of all the worshipers involved, these sounds mov-
ing about a room in rawness, and all the relationships be-
tween the different elements that can be heard in a par-
ticular space at a particular time. plus we thought it would
be a cool excuse to invite a bunch of friends from sister
convoys, that are scattered across the land, to join in wor-
ship together, to inspire each other and anyone who might
be there or hear this. also we have several new songs we
were anxious to share in some form.

we hope that this offering, this presentation, will serve to
remind us of the power of gathering for times of transfor-
mative worship, and so spur us on to live lives of mercy
and justice, as well as make us want to intentionally
gather like this often. for though worship is a life-style,
these particular times of crying out to God together can
open us up to receive his renewing breath, as he forms us
into the body we are called to be.

we really hope that this will be a patrin- a message, a sign,
a signal to our family in the midst of exodus. we are so-
journers all, but in these latter days many piigrims have

grown sleepy and settled down. others have been moving,

but in isolation from other kumpania. patrins have been
thrown away, or blown in to garbage heaps with lack of
purpose. so, we pulled some out. may this small look into
our journey inspire you on yours, and we hope to often
hear from your journey to inspire us on ours. may all we
do be for God's glory, by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through the grace poured upon us from the Son on the
Cross.

psalters is the name of the Hebrew temple musicians
that originaily sang the psalms. we are a community of
individuals that feel called to the vocation of being
modern day psalmists. like the psalters of old we want
to make music for God's sake, not for music's sake, by
God's grace and for his glory. one thing we like to re-
flect upon to help us focus on what we should be doing
is our mission statement. so in‘an attempt to explain to
vou a little bit about who we are, we thought it might be
helpful to go through the mission statement, describing
in a little more detail what we mean by those phrases:

we are the cry of the exodus

there is no home for us here

we are a nhomadic tribe of psalters
walking in the footsteps of ancients past
to the far corners of the present

united as one voice

against the oppression within and without
one more echo in the eternal song

of our first love

our hope

our pillar of fire

we are the cry of the exodus

and so it starts with a cry first of ali this reflects that we
feel our role in the body of christ to be a very vocal one.
and this voice is to be a passionate one: not a speech,
but a cry. and this voice is cannected specifically with
exodus. God is always leading his people on an exo-
dus of some kind. wherever there is oppression, there
needs to be a cry out to God to save, and he will liber-
ate us. however, this liberation takes us first through
the struggle of the wilderness and not directly to the
promised land. one of the main oppressions the ameri-
can church needs liberation from right now is our apa-
thy and numbness and the fact that we act more like
americans than christians.
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there is no home for us here

we are not trying to fit in, we are not trying to make
our lives or our songs acceptable to the world. Jesus
is our Lord and Home and so here we are aliens in a
strange land, living out the ways of our homeland.
this may make us foolish to this world, but we are
unconcerned. we are Christ's fools. although all who
follow Christ are called to be different from the world,
we see part of our role as expressing this in a very
visible way.

we are a nomadic tribe of psalters

well the nomadic part is pretty straightforward. we
want to actually stay living physically as nomads.
owning no property, being mobile. this has a lot of
practical value for what we are doing, but is also
teaching us deep spiritual lessons about exodus and
living as sojourners in this world, and hopefully can
have some value as a prophetic word to the church
to stay pilgrims. we are living this out as a tribe. not
only do we want community, but a community that is
carving out in some way its own culture and sustain-
able way of life. and of course the main work of this
tribe is that of the psalter. the writers and performers
of psalms and hymns; worship leaders through the
arts.

walking in the footsteps of ancients past

we don't claim to be a completely new part of the
body. there is a tradition throughout the history of
God's people of psalmists and songs born out of exo-
dus. we want to learn from and be inspired by this
great heritage--from king david to the orthodox liturgy
to the slave spirituals. and musically we want to learn
from the sounds of cries that have arisen from any
culture that has suffered oppression or gone through
exodus--from the gypsies to the african diaspora.

to the far corners of the present

though we learn from tradition, God is always calling his people
to sing a new song for he is always doing a new thing. we want
to be the song that sings what is relevant to the church of today
in this present age, and the days to come. musically we want to
push the boundaries of art, inviting new creative expressions of
beauty.

united as one voice against the oppression within and
without

our voice, our vocal role is not to speak up on our own behalf,
but first to be a voice for those who have none. those op-
pressed by governments, war, famine; exploitation, or whatever
else, whose cry cannot be heard by those who have the re-
sources to help. also, understanding that oppression is not enly
imposed upon people but brought forth by our own human sin-
fulness, we cry out to God against ourselves that he may liber-
ate us from ourselves.

_ one more echo in the eternal song

. again we do not want to sing forth a word from our own wis-

dom. but merely be a reflection of God's eternal wisdom, the
Father's eternal creative Word our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.

- of our First Love

i here we end with three descriptions or titles of God that are
" particularly meaningful to this tribe. we start with First Love

God is the creator of love and the home of love. we love him
because he first loved us. the first time any of us could actually

-love anything with any truth was when we began a relationship
# with Him who is Love. and He is not only the beginning but the
W prime importance. we desire to love Him above all else be-

cause He is who He is. His love was shown to us in that while
we were still sinners Christ died for our sins and rose again onh
he third day. we hope our worship can be an expression of His
ove and an opportunity to fall in jove with Him more.

our Hope

‘we cannot always clearly see the one we love but He is al-
ways our hope even though all is dark. in the midst of this
world of oppression, sin, wilderness, futility, pain, and numb-
1ess, we hope in Him who is with us and who Is coming
again to make all things new and to set all things right! many
things in this world claim to be something we can hope in but
we know they all fail. the state, wealth, technology, spiritual-
ism, and many other phenomenon claim to offer hope for hu-
manity. we desire that our worship bring down these idols
from our hearts and minds and set the hope of God on the
throne of our being. and aisc that our worship transforms us
into people who's lives are worship, and who's lives are living
out the hope of the kingdom of God right now in the present
as a witness to this world of the only hope.
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